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Assessment 

 

Assessment enables the teacher to extend and enrich the children’s learning across all 
curriculum areas. Teachers can use assessment to make learning more enjoyable, more 
motivating and more successful for the child. Assessment has four functions 

✔​ Formative 
✔​ Summative 
✔​ Evaluative 
✔​ Diagnostic 

 

In Moyderwell Mercy Primary School assessment is an integral part of the daily teaching and 
learning process.  We use assessment to gather, record, interpret, use and report 
information. Teachers observe and discuss both work in progress and completed work. The 
primary form of assessment in our school is teacher observation. Use is also made of 
teacher designed tests/tasks to assess areas of development. Standardised tests are used in 
both English and Mathematics to compare children to the national average and monitor 
changes in attainment for setting whole school target of improvement for School 
Self-Evaluation. Work samples and projects are also used, in addition to child portfolios in 
handwriting, creative writing and art, to look at the progression of skill development and as 
a record of achievement. 

A Student file containing information such as enrolment form, end of year report and other 
relevant documentation is kept for each child in a cabinet in a locked Data-Room. Teachers 
on the Special Education Team also hold relevant documentation on each child attending 
their class and a Student Support File for targeted children is regularly updated with ongoing 
log of actions and Student Support Plans. All such information is treated as confidential. 
Where a psychological/ occupational/ speech and language report exists it is kept in the 
student’s file in the locked Data-Room. 

No child is assessed by an outside party without parent’s consent. Teachers treat all such 
information as confidential and with respect..​  
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Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

Formative testing involves using assessment evidence in an ongoing basis to inform and 
help improve teaching / learning process. 

✔​ To assist planning, evaluate and modify strategies based on the outcomes of 
assessment. 

✔​ To identify pupils with learning difficulties. 
✔​ To use assessment outcomes to assist and improve the effectiveness of teaching and 

learning in our school. 

Assessment of Learning (AOL) 

Summative assessment – assessment at the end of an instructional unit, recorded to report      
progress/achievement for the purpose of conferencing with parents, other teachers or other 
relevant professionals. 

✔​ To be able to provide accurate information about pupil’s progress to relevant parties. 
✔​ To evaluate pupil’s achievements in curriculum areas in comparison to national 

averages.  
✔​ To use assessment outcomes to assist pupils to reflect on their own learning 
✔​ To  help pupils to self-assess and take an active role in their own learning 

A broad range of assessment approaches / strategies / tools are used in Moyderwell  Mercy  
School to cater for a wide spectrum of needs among pupils taking into account their 
individual learning styles and needs. The pupils may be assessed with their class or 
individually out of their classroom, whichever is deemed the most appropriate for the pupil 
at the time. Further diagnostic assessment by the Special Education Team may be carried 
out when it is requested by the class teacher and is used to inform decisions for support and 
pupil’s support plans  

Special Education Team Conducting Assessments                                                                                                         

In addition to providing additional teaching support to pupils, the special education teacher 
Is involved in administering a range of formal and informal assessments, and in maintaining 
records of the outcomes of those assessments. The special education teacher will: 

✔​ Conduct an initial diagnostic assessment of each pupil who has been identified as 
having a suspected learning difficulty 

✔​ Monitor the on-going progress of each pupil in receipt of learning support 
✔​ Review the progress of each pupil at the end of an instructional term.  

Where there is a complex/urgent need for assessment, parents are directed to completing 
Assessment of Needs Forms under the Disability Act 2005 , with a view to engaging with 
professional EXTERNAL assessments in 3-6 months  

Diagnostic Screening 

✔​ Observation and checklists in all classes  
✔​ Senior Infants: MIST (Middle Infant Screening Test) 
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✔​ Ist & 2nd Classes: Literacy Lift Off  testing  (LLO) to Reading Recovery Criteria (PM 
Benchmark Kit);  

✔​ EAL Primary School Assessment Kit 

 

✔​ School Function Assessment Kit …Executive Function & DCD  
✔​ SMART MOVES PROGRAMME included a diagnostic tool to identify children with motor 

coordination difficulties and also to track progress of pupils already diagnosed with DCD. 
  

Standardised Testing 

●​ 1st Class: Drumcondra Early Numeracy 
●​ 1st class:  Drumcondra Reading, Drumcondra Spelling; Sigma T and LLO testing. 
●​ 2nd class:  Drumcondra Reading, Drumcondra Spelling; Sigma T  
●​ 3rd class:  Drumcondra  Reading,  Drumcondra Spelling;  Sigma T 
●​ 4th class:  Drumcondra  Reading,  Drumcondra Spelling;  Sigma T 
●​ 5th class:  Drumcondra  Reading , Drumcondra Spelling;  Sigma T 
●​ 6th class:  Drumcondra Reading,   Drumcondra Spelling;  Sigma T 

 

We regularly review the assessment and screening tests that we use in order to balance the 
needs of our pupils and the need to provide information for appropriate support. Therefore 
we may deviate from the above list prior to the review date.   

Inventory of Test Materials  (SEN Policy 2021) 

✔​ Middle Infant Screening Test  (MIST)            

✔​ Drumcondra Reading  

✔​ Drumcondra  Spelling    

✔​ Drumcondra Early Numeracy  

✔​ Sigma T 

✔​ YARC Early Reading (4-7 years)  

✔​ Weschler Intelligence Attainment Test for Teachers (WIAT-T II) 

✔​ Test of Language Development-Primary: 4th Edition (TOLD-P:4) 

✔​ Test of Abstract Language Comprehension- TALC 

✔​ Maths Recovery screening tests  

✔​ Reading Recovery Observation Survey 

✔​ EAL Primary School Assessment Kit 
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✔​ Single Word Spelling Test 

✔​ YARC Early Reading (4-7years) 

✔​ (YARC) York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (Passage Reading Age 5-12 

years) 

✔​ CAT-4   administered in 3rd Class only  (NNRIT administered up to Spring 2022) 

 

General Ability and Attainment Assessments  

NNRIT (New Non-Reading Intelligence Test) 

The NNRIT tests assess aspects of language and thinking that are not necessarily 

represented in measures of pupil attainments and help to pinpoint low-achieving and 

slow-reading pupils who may have high underlying ability. Oral administration allows poor 

readers to do themselves full justice.  

These tests have been administered in 1st, 3rd and 5th and the standardised score has been 

logged in the Databiz System (old) up to and including January 2022. It is envisaged that the 

CAT 4 (below) will be administered in 3rd from January 2023 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4)  

This is a diagnostic assessment that is designed to help students and their teachers 
understand how they learn and what their academic potential might be. It assesses how 
students think in areas that are known to make a difference to learning. Results help 
teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for a student and whether additional 
support or challenge is needed. Tasks involve thinking about shapes and patterns 
(Non-Verbal Reasoning), words (Verbal Reasoning), numbers (Quantitative Reasoning) and 
some questions are answered by mentally generating and transforming visual images 
(Spatial Ability). 

Literacy Assessments 

MIST  (Middle Infant Screening Test)    

Administered annually to Senior Infants in February/March. It comprises of 5 subtests 

1.​ Listening Skills 
2.​ Letter Sounds 
3.​ Written Vocabulary 
4.​ Three Phoneme Words 
5.​ Sentence Dictation     

           

Standardised Drumcondra Reading - Screening 1st-6th 

This is a standardised assessment of pupils reading ability and comprehension. It is 
administered in May in all classes from First to Sixth Pupils. Children who are absent on the 
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day of testing will have the test administered to them at a later date by the S.E.N. teacher. 
This is noted on the test. 

Standardised Drumcondra Spelling   1st-6th   

This is a standardised assessment of pupils reading ability and comprehension. It is 
administered in May in all classes from First to Sixth Pupils. Children who are absent on the 
day of testing will have the test administered to them at a later date by the S.E.N. teacher. 
This is noted on the test.​  

Single Word Reading Test (6-16 Years) Diagnostic 

The Single Word Reading Test (SWRT) provides a measure of a child's word reading skills and 
will contribute to an assessment of reading achievement, as well as informing teaching and 
learning strategies.                                                                                                                           
Individually administered SWRT contains six graded sets of ten words of increasing difficulty.  
Parallel forms allow repeat testing and vast amount of diagnostic information can be 
obtained in the form of sight vocabulary analysis and error analysis. This test is used is used 
in conjunction with the YARC (see below) and the same criteria for administration apply. 

 

Yorkshire Assessment of Reading and Comprehension (YARC) (5-16) Diagnostic 

York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC) offers teachers a reliable way of 
assessing their pupils’ emerging and developing skills in reading and reading comprehension 
from age four to 16.​  

YARC Early Reading (4-7 Years) Diagnostic 

The York Assessment of Reading for Comprehension (YARC) Early Reading allows teachers to 
focus assessment on the core skills that underpin alphabetic literacy. It comprises four short 
tests: 

1.​ Letter Sound Knowledge  
2.​ Early Word Recognition 
3.​ Sound Isolation 
4.​ Sound Deletion 

​  

These tests measure alphabetic knowledge, single word reading and phoneme awareness 
skills respectively. The tests allow for the quick and accurate assessment and monitoring of 
pupils’ progress as well as providing diagnostic information for the early identification of 
reading problems. YARC Early Reading provides standard scores, percentile ranks and age 
equivalent scores for word reading, letter sound knowledge and phoneme awareness. 

The YARC Early Reading Test is used for early intervention in Literacy. Administration will be 
conducted on children based on the recommendation of Class Teachers and the Additional 
Support Teacher and intervention strategies will be implemented based on the outcomes of 
the assessment in a learning support setting. 

YARC Passage Reading (5-11 Years) Diagnostic 

YARC Passage Reading consists of a series of graded passages to assess children’s reading 
attainment from age five to 11. Importantly, each passage is accompanied by a set of 
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comprehension questions which assess a range of comprehension skills. YARC Passage 
Reading allows teachers to regularly assess children’s reading fluency, accuracy and 
comprehension.                                                                                                                                        
YARC Passage Reading has equivalent forms and produces standard age scores, percentile 
ranks and age equivalent scores for reading accuracy (through a detailed error analysis), rate 
and comprehension. YARC Passage Reading has been correlated with the Neale Analysis of 
Reading Ability to give teachers flexibility in their choice of reading assessments from GL 
Assessment. 

Weschler Intelligence Attainment Test for Teachers (WIAT-T II) 

The WIAT-IIUK-T is the most comprehensive UK-normed assessment package designed for 
assessment of general literacy levels. It offers subtests in the three key areas of reading: 

●​ untimed single word accuracy   
●​ reading comprehension  
●​ reading speed 

 
 It provides the following: ​  

●​ Single Word Reading - includes letter identification, phonological awareness, 
letter-sound awareness, accuracy and automaticity of word recognition  

●​ Reading Comprehension - stories and sentences include literal, inferential and 
lexical comprehension, oral reading accuracy and fluency and word recognition in 
context  

●​ Reading Speed - for 6 to 16 years 11 months. Words per minute (WPM) can also 
be recorded for the full age range  

●​ Reading Rate - this is calculated from the Reading Comprehension subtest. The 
quartile scores identify the slow and accurate, slow and inaccurate, fast and 
accurate and fast and inaccurate reader 

●​ Single Word Spelling - includes letter-sound correspondence for vowels, 
consonants and consonant blends, regular and irregular words, contradictions and 
high-frequency homonyms 
 

This assessment tool is used to aid a parent’s application fir an Irish Exemption for their 
child. The child must be at or below the 10th percentile in Single Word Spelling, Single 
Word Reading or Reading Comprehension 

 
The Primary School Assessment Kit can be used with children of non-English speaking 
families.  Pupils of whom English is a second language can be tested on the English 
Language Proficiency Tests appropriate to their age and competency. A full index of 
contents is provided. Pupils have been assessed in speaking and listening in Junior 
Infants, and in speaking, listening, reading and writing from First Class. Newcomers from 
foreign countries can also have proficiency benchmarked agains’t the Primary School 
Language Assessment criteria.  

Set 1 Placement Assessment should be administered to new pupils who arrive in the 
school and have not yet received language support. Assessments 2 and 3 are 
administered to pupils who have received language support or have transferred from 
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another school where language support was provided.  All grading is carried out in 
relation to the three levels used in the English Language Proficiency Benchmarks.  

We have decided in Moyderwell that any pupil reaching B1.2 or B1.3 need not be 
re-tested on that strand. (The only exception to this rule would be if a pupil’s proficiency 
has dropped due to absence from school, return to home country etc. It may then be 
necessary to lower the starting point of the next assessment). 

Vocabulary Tests.  

The vocabulary tests are designed by the S.E.N. teachers and are based on the Dolch and 
Fry’s word lists. They are administered to children in learning support to assess their sight 
vocabulary at regular intervals. 

 
 
 
 

Literacy Lift Off Assessments.  
The children in First classes and Senior Infants are assessed before and after Literacy Lift 
Off instruction in the following areas-------- letter sounds, Duncan word list, sentence- 
dictation and P.M. reader level. 

 

Reading Recovery Assessment.  

Students in Senior Infants or First Class , between the ages of 5:9 and 6:3 who have been 
identified to participate in  the 1:1 Reading Recovery Programme, are assessed by the 
Reading Recovery Teacher, before and after commencing the tuition and with a  review  
after three months and again after six months. The tests used are concepts about print, 
letter identification, Duncan word test, hearing and recording,  sounds and words, written 
vocabulary, British Ability Scale (B.A.S.) and running record- finding book level. 
 
 
Renaissance Accelerated Reading STAR Assessment 
Accelerated Reader encourages children to read independently.  It doesn’t replace the 
school’s teaching of reading.  It allows children to quiz on books pitched at their individual 
reading ability: 
●​ The children do an online Star Reading assessment.  It is a 34 question, computer 

adaptive assessment.  This determines what level of book they read within their own 
zpd (Zone of Proximal Development). This ATOS level can be correlated to other 
Graded Reader categorizations in school (PM Reader Levels)  

●​ 38,000 books have been given a level based on complexity, level of vocabulary, 
average sentence/word length etc. 

●​ The children select a book within that level to read. The book might come from 
school, home, local library or digitally via myON etc. 

●​ The children should be encouraged to read for approximately 25 minutes a day.  
Many schools have a set AR time in school each day.  Children may also read as part 
of their homework. 

●​ Within 24 hours of reading the book the children should their quiz to check for 
understanding.  This is an online quiz that can be done on PC, laptop, iPad etc. 
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●​ The children must get at least 60% in a quiz to have passed the quiz. 
●​ The system will set each child a differentiated point target to reach.  They gain points 

by passing quizzes. 
●​ Many schools have a reward system for children passing their points targets e.g. 

homework pass, football cards, gel pens 
●​ Parents can see the books their child is reading/their performance in quizzes etc. via 

the Home-Connect facility 
●​ After a period of time (often 6/7 weeks, but Moyderwell assesses in September, December 

and April)) the children take a new Star Reading assessment.  They will then be given a new, 
usually higher, level of books to read.   

Numeracy Assessments 

Drumcondra Test of Early Numeracy Diagnostic (DTEN-D) Senior Infants  

The DTEN-D is recommended for use with children who have attained low scores on the 
DTEN-S. The purpose of the DTEN-D is to identify specific aspects of numeracy with which 
children may be experiencing difficulties. It is individually administered, takes approximately 
45 minutes, and is divided into 15 tasks distributed over the three areas of ‎pre-number, 
numeration, and addition and subtraction. ​  

Maths Recovery Screening Assessments 

This test is administered by the Maths Recovery Teacher, the end of Senior Infants to identify 
pupils who may be in need of Maths Recovery 

●​ There are 9 assessment schedules, one for each domain 
●​ 2A -Early Number Words and Numerals; 2B - Early Structuring;   
●​ 2C – Early Arithmetical Strategies;     
●​ 3A - Number words and Numerals,  3B –Structuring Numbers 1-20 
●​ 3C –Conceptual Place Value,   3D – Addition and Subtraction to 100 
●​ 3E – Early Multiplication and Division,  3F - Multiplication Basic Facts 

 
Ready, Steady, Go Maths Teacher Observation. In Junior and Senior infants teacher observes 
the pupils during ‘Ready, Steady, Go’ Maths instruction and other Maths classes to assess 
what the pupils can and cannot understand. 

Teacher Designed Tasks and Tests. 

From First to Sixth classes teachers will administer based on material covered varying from 
weekly to termly to end of year. Teachers also assign assessments after each unit and strand 
is completed. 

Sigma -T  

The Sigma-T is a standardised assessment of pupil’s mathematical ability and skill. It is 
administered in May in all classes from First to Sixth. Pupils who are absent on the day of 
testing will have the test administered to them at a later date by the S.E.N. teacher. This is 
noted on the test. 

 

Speech and Language Assessment 
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Test of Language Development-Primary: 4th Edition (TOLD-P: 4)  

The Test of Language Development-Primary: Fourth Edition (TOLD-P: 4)  (4:00-8:11 Years)             
assesses spoken language in young children. It is well constructed, reliable, practical, 
research-based, and theoretically sound. Professionals can use the TOLD-P: 4 to:  

●​ identify children who are significantly below their peers in oral language proficiency, 
determine their specific strengths and weaknesses in oral language skills,  

●​ document their progress in remedial programs 
●​ Measure oral language in research studies. 

 
This test will be administered by the Special Education Teacher on the identification of 
concerns and recommendation of Class/Special Education Teacher and will inform early 
intervention and referral to HSE Speech and Language Services. 

TALC Test of Abstract Language Comprehension                                                                                                      

The TALC is a test of receptive language. It assesses the level of abstract language a child can 
understand. It can be used to increases the awareness of the type of questions and 
directions the child might be expected to understand. It encourages the development of the 
child’s abstract reasoning skills within his level of ability. 

Other Informal Testing and Screening 

A wide range of further tests, screeners and checklists are available in a wide range of areas 
and these can be accessed on the shared drive in the SEN Folder.  

 

General Assessment Methods 
 

 

 
Self-Assessment 
Children are involved in self-assessment when they look at their own work in a reflective 
way, identify aspects of it that are good and that could be improved, and then set personal 
learning targets for themselves. This method is used in the writing and reading process and 
children are given the opportunity to see the teacher model self-assessment and then over 
time they are encouraged to practice until they feel comfortable. Children are given 
guidelines and taught how to self-assess using, KWL grids/charts (What I Know/What I Want 
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to Know, What I have Learned), WILF (What I’m Looking For) and WALT (We are Learning 
to…), showing Thumbs up/down, traffic-lights, use of rubrics, talking aloud with a 
talk-partner/buddy) to help in the process of learning independent self-assessment a in a 
variety of curriculum subjects. 

 

Peer Assessment 

Honest, respectful views on another’s work… two stars and a wish… name two good 

attributes/compliments and one for improvement. 

 

Conferencing 

In the context of assessment this means that those concerned with the child’s learning share 
their knowledge and understanding of the child’s work. This form of conferencing occurs 
formally and informally during the school year. At an early staff meeting each school year, 
time is allocated after school to facilitate meetings between present and former 
class-teacher, to exchange knowledge and updates. Files are read at this time. Other 
conferences occur between teacher and SET teacher, teacher to parent and student to 
teacher. In areas of discipline student and teacher may design a behaviour plan and daily 
oral discussion and rewards may be put in place. This method of conferencing is also used to 
promote and improve attendance in cases where attendance is poor. 

Assessment information is also shared at parent teacher meetings. Some of these are 
scheduled annually, others are unplanned meetings between teacher and child‘s parent. 

Questioning 

Questioning underpins all assessment methods in our school. Teachers regularly ask oral 
questions to assess knowledge and understanding and to guide children in their learning. 
Students also ask questions of teachers and of their peers to clarify knowledge and to help 
them learn. Teacher’s questions can take the form of a prompt or even be used to promote 
discussion among children. 

Teacher Observation 

Teacher observation (spontaneous or planned) can happen any time a teacher and child 
interact. In this way the teacher can gather information about the child’s learning. Teacher 
can then identify the child’s learning needs and preferences and can gauge effectively how 
those needs are being met. It also helps teacher observe how the child interacts with others 
and how the child can work in groups. As a result teacher can build a clear picture of the 
child’s ability not only in knowledge and skills but in his/her ability to use the information 
across the curriculum. 

Teacher Designed Tasks and Tests. 

Tasks and tests can take the form of written or oral assignments designed by the teacher to 
assess children’s learning. In Moyderwell Mercy Primary school they are used throughout 
the school year as a basis of continuous assessment. They are also used at the end of term / 
year for the purpose of assessing the pupil’s progress 
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Standardised Testing. 

Standardised tests are used to measure a child’s reading and mathematical skills, and to 
determine children’s progress in those areas. These tests which are used in combination 
with other information and assessment methods contribute to the accuracy of the teacher’s 
monitoring and assist in identifying the needs of individual children. Outcomes are reported 
to the parents in the formal ’End of Year Report’ in June of each year.  

Other Modes of Assessment used to assess pupil achievement and progress 
✔​ Work samples 
✔​  Curriculum profiles 
✔​ Portfolio and project assessment 
✔​ Dynamic Assessment (One step beyond the child’s ability) 
✔​ Diagnostic-Testing to pinpoint specific strength or difficulty 
 

Much assessment takes place through observation of the child, discussions with the child 
and active listening to the child in a variety of learning situations. 

 Record Keeping 

The booklet of the individual standardised assessment and all diagnostic work-pages are 
kept in the school for one year or until next test is completed. Results of class standardised 
assessments are uploaded to Digital Databiz  and used by staff to evaluate  and compare 
results from one year to another.. Outcomes are reported to the parents in the formal ’End 
of Year Report’ in June of each year.  

Exemptions from Standardised Testing 

The following children may be excluded if it is the view of the class-teacher and SET Support 
Teacher.  

✔​ Children with Special Needs 
✔​ Low Achievers 
✔​ New-Comer Foreign Nationals 
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It was further reviewed in April 2022, and amended by Máire Jones, with collaboration from 
the ISM Team, and the school Special Education Needs Coordinator, following 
reconfiguration of the SEN Policy Nov.2021. Feedback was received from staff and 
observations noted. 

 

Next Review is scheduled for Spring 2026 

 

Principal: 
_________________________________________________________________​  

 

 

 

Chair-Person: 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Date: ___________________________________________________________ 
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